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James 4:11-12 (NIV) “Brothers and sisters, do not slander one 
another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or judges 
them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, 
you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and destroy. 
But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?” 
 

We are playing God when we judge other people. 
 

WHY DO WE TEND TO JUDGE OTHERS? 
1. Guilt: We want to excuse our own failures. 

Romans 2:3 (NIV) “So when you, a mere human being, pass 
judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will 
escape God’s judgment?” 
Romans 2:3 (MSG) “You didn’t think, did you, that just by pointing 
your finger at others you would distract God from seeing all your 
misdoings and from coming down on you hard?” 

2. Pride. We want to feel superior to other people. 
Proverbs 26:22 (NIV) “The words of a gossip are like choice 
morsels; they go down to the inmost parts.” 
Proverbs 26:22 (GNT) “Gossip is so tasty! How we love to swallow 
it!” 

WHY SHOULD I NOT JUDGE OTHERS? 
1. Judging others is unloving. 

James 2:8 (NIV) “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing right.” 
James 4:11b (NIV) “Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister 
or judges them speaks against the law and judges it.”  

2. Judging others is unjustified.   
James 4:12 (NIV) “There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One 
who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge 
your neighbor?” 

3. Judging others is unchristian. 
James 4:11a (NIV) “Brothers and sisters, do not slander one 
another.”   Slander – to speak falsely or critically of  

another with the intent to hurt. 
John 3:17 (NLT) “God sent His Son into the world not to judge the 
world, but to save the world through Him.” 

 
HOW CAN I LEARN TO BE LESS JUDGMENTAL? 

1. Remember, I'm not the standard. 
2 Corinthians 10:12 (GNT) “Of course we would not dare classify 
ourselves or compare ourselves with those who rate themselves so 
highly. How stupid they are! They make up their own standards to 
measure themselves by, and they judge themselves by their own 
standards!” 



 

2. Remember, I don't know the whole story. 
Proverbs 18:13 (TLB) “What a shame—yes, how stupid!—to 
decide before knowing the facts!” 
John 7:24 (NIV) “Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead 
judge correctly.” 
 

3. Remember, I never know anyone's motivation. 
1 Corinthians 2:11a (TLB) “No one can really know what anyone 
else is thinking or what he is really like except that person himself.” 
1 Corinthians 4:5 (NLT) “So don’t make judgments about anyone 
ahead of time—before the Lord returns. For He will bring our 
darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then 
God will give to each one whatever praise is due.” 
 

4. Remember, I have blind spots that I can't see. 
Matthew 7:3-5 (NIV) “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own 
eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 
You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” 
1 Corinthians 11:31 (NCV) “But if we judged ourselves in the right 
way, God would not judge us.” 
 

5. Remember, I need to listen first. 
James 1:19b (NIV) “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry.” 
John 7:51 (NIV) “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing 
him to find out what he has been doing?” 
 

6. Remember, I'll be judged by the standard I use. 
Matthew 7:1-2 (NIV) “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For 
in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 
Romans 14:10&12 (NIV) “You, then, why do you judge your brother 
or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all 
stand before God’s judgment seat. 12 So then, each of us will give 
an account of ourselves to God.” 
 

7. Remember how God has shown me His grace. 
James 2:12-13 (NIV) “Speak and act as those who are going to be 
judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without 
mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment.” 
Ephesians 2:8 (AMP) “For it is by grace [God’s remarkable 
compassion and favor drawing you to Christ] that you have been 
saved [actually delivered from judgment and given eternal life] 
through faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [not through 
your own effort], but it is the [undeserved, gracious] gift of God.” 


