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James 2:24 (NRSV) “You see that a person is justified by works 
and not by faith alone.” 
Galatians 2:16a (NRSV) “Yet we know that a person is justified not 
by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.” 
 

Paul         James 
Problem: Paul is fighting legalism        James is fighting laxity 

Must obey all the Jewish laws          It doesn’t matter what you do 

Works:   Keeping Jewish Laws        Living Like Jesus 
sacrifices, sabbath rules, circumcision      Acts of Christian love 

Purpose: How to become a believer   How to behave like a believer  
  How to know you are saved       How to show you are saved  

Focus:   The Root of salvation       The Fruit of salvation 
        Internal and Unseen        External and Visible 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV) “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 
9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 

God’s Salvation is a gift of: 
Deliverance from the penalty of sin at the final judgment. 

Deliverance to an eternal love relationship with God in heaven. 
 

Salvation Comes… 
By Grace  

Through Faith  
For Good Works  

 

FIVE WAYS TO KNOW YOU’VE GOT REAL FAITH 
 

1. Real faith is not just something you say.  
James 2:14 (NIV) “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them?” 
Matthew 7:21 (NIV) “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of 
My Father who is in heaven.” 
 

2. Real faith is not just something you feel. 
James 2:15-17 (NIV) “Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.” 
 



 

1 John 3:17 (NIV) “If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love 
of God be in that person?” 
 

3. Real faith is not just something you think. 
James 2:18 (NIV) “But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have 
deeds.’ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by my deeds.” 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” 
 

4. Real faith is not just something you believe.  
James 2:19 (NIV) “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even 
the demons believe that—and shudder.” 
 

5. Real Faith is something you do. 
James 2:20-24 (NIV) “You foolish person, do you want evidence 
that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham 
considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac 
on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And 
the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s 
friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what 
they do and not by faith alone.” 
Genesis 22:5 (NIV) “He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the 
donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 
we will come back to you.’” 
Hebrews 11:19 (NIV) “Abraham reasoned that God could even 
raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac 
back from death.” 
James 2:25-26 (NIV) “In the same way, was not even Rahab the 
prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As 
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” 
Hebrews 11:31 (NIV) “By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 
disobedient.” 

James is not saying our works deliver salvation, 
but our works do demonstrate our salvation. 

 

Our behavior shows what we really believe. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (NIV) “Be on your guard; stand firm in the 
faith; be courageous; be strong. 14 Do everything in love.” 
 

GRACE – God reaching down saying: 
“I want a relationship with you.” 

FAITH – You reaching up saying: 
“I want a relationship with God.” 


