
The OT Festivals & Their NT Meaning  
Holy History – Part 4 

June 9, 2019 – Pentecost Sunday 
 

Matthew 2:13-15 (NIV) “When they (the wise men) had gone, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, 
‘take the Child and His mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him.’ 14 So he 
got up, took the Child and His mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I 
called My Son.’” 
 
Mark 2:1 (NIV) “A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that He had come home.” 
 
John 5:19 (NIV) “Jesus gave them this answer: ‘Very truly I tell you, 
the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His 
Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.’” 
 

Leviticus means: relating to the Levites. 
 

Not every Levite was a priest, 
but every priest was from the Tribe of Levi. 

 
Numbers 1:1 (NIV) “The Lord spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting in 
the Desert of Sinai on the first day of the second month of the second 
year after the Israelites came out of Egypt.” 
 

The Lord spoke to Moses and through Moses to Israel. 
 
Leviticus 1:1 (NIV) “The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him from 
the tent of meeting.” 
 

Holiness means to be set apart. 
 

THREE MAJOR FESTIVALS – LEVITICUS 23 
 

1. The Passover - 1st Month Nisan – March/April 
 
Exodus 12:14 (NIV) “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a 
lasting ordinance.” 
 
Numbers 9:1-2 (NIV) “The Lord spoke to Moses in the Desert of Sinai 
in the first month of the second year after they came out of Egypt. He 
said, 2 ‘Have the Israelites celebrate the Passover at the appointed 
time.’” 



Numbers 10:11-12a (NIV) “On the twentieth day of the second month 
of the second year, the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle of the 
covenant law. 12 Then the Israelites set out from the Desert of Sinai.” 
 
John 1:29 (NIV) “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!’” 
 
Luke 2:41 (NIV) “Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the 
Festival of the Passover.” 
 
John 2:13 (NIV) “When it was almost time for the Jewish 
Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” 
 
John 2:23 (NIV) “Now while He was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, many people saw the signs He was performing and 
believed in His name.” 
 
John 4:3-6 (NIV) “So He left Judea and went back once more to 
Galilee. 4 Now He had to go through Samaria. 5 So He came to a town 
in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as He was 
from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.” 
 
Luke 9:51-53 (NIV) “As the time approached for Him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And He sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things 
ready for Him; 53 but the people there did not welcome Him, because 
He was heading for Jerusalem.” 
 

2. The Day of Atonement  
7th Month Tishri – September/October 

 
Leviticus 17:11 (NIV) “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I 
have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is 
the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.” 
 
Matthew 27:50-51 (NIV) “And when Jesus had cried out again in a 
loud voice, He gave up His Spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”  
 
Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV) “Therefore, since we have a great high 
priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did 
not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need.” 



3. The Festival of Weeks - 3rd Month Sivan – May/June 
 
Acts 1:1-11 (NIV) “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day He was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles He had chosen.  
3 After His suffering, He presented Himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  
4 On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this 
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father 
promised, which you have heard Me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 6 Then they gathered around Him and asked Him, ‘Lord, are 
You at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He said to 
them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
His own authority.  
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
9 After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid Him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the 
sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them.  
11 ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.’” 
 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 
 
John 14:15-17 (NIV) “If you love Me, keep My commands. 16 And I will 
ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate to help you and 
be with you forever—17 the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept 
Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, 
for He lives with you and will be in you.” 
 
John 14:25-26 (NIV) “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.” 
 
John 15:26-27 (NIV) “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 
you from the Father—the Spirit of Truth who goes out from the 
Father—He will testify about Me. 27 And you also must testify, for you 
have been with Me from the beginning.” 
 
John 16:7 (NIV) “But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am 
going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if 
I go, I will send Him to you.” 



John 16:13 (NIV) “But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak 
only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.” 
 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 
 
Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place.2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 
 
Galatians 5:25 (NIV) “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step 
with the Spirit.” 
 

Who is sitting on the throne of your life? 
 

 
 
Revelation 3:20 (NIV) “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with 
that person, and they with Me.” 
 
Hebrews 12:9-10 (NIV) “Moreover, we have all had human fathers 
who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more 
should we submit to the Father of Spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us 
for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 
good, in order that we may share in His holiness.” 


