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Matthew 16:24 (NIV) “Whoever wants to be My disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
Me.”  
 
1 Corinthians 10:31b (NIV) “Whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God.” 
 
The prize isn't in what you accomplish occasionally.  

The prize is in what you do daily  
for the glory of God. 

 
WHAT IF QUESTIONS… 

What if the work is the reward? 
What if the prize is in the process? 

What if you can be grateful in the grind? 
 
1 Corinthians 15:9-10 (NIV) “For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace to me 
was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them (the other apostles)—yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me.” 
 

THE THREE ENEMIES OF THE TRUE REWARD 
 

1. The pillow: the seduction of comfort.  
 

2. The shiny thing: the allure of constant 
distractions.  

 
3. The towel: the perpetual temptation to quit. 

 

You can throw in the towel or 
you can pick up the towel,  

wipe the sweat off your brow, 
and get back in the daily grind. 

 



 

 
Selfish passion is all about us. 

God is calling us to have a selfless purpose. 
 

When you're serving God’s purpose, 
your passions start to follow His purpose. 

 
 

As Paul Pursued God’s Purposes 
He Said Things Like: 

 
Acts 20:24 (NIV) “However, I consider my life worth 
nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the 
task of testifying to the Good News of God’s grace.” 
 

Purpose helps us feel passionate 
about ordinary things. 

 
1 Corinthians 9:26 (NIV) “Therefore I do not run like 
someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer 
beating the air.” 
 
Psalm 118:24 (KJV) “This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
Philippians 4:4 (NIV) “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: Rejoice!” 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) “Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You are not your 
own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your bodies.”  
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) “We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.” 


