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My aim in life is ________________________? 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1a (NIV) “Follow the way of love.” 

1 Corinthians 14:1 (TLB) “Let love be your greatest aim.” 
 

THE PRIORITY OF LOVE 
 

• Without love all that I say is ineffective. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1 (NIV) “If I speak in the tongues of men or of 

angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal.” 
 

• Without love all that I know is incomplete.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:2a&c (NIV) “If I have the gift of prophecy and can 

fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, but do not have love, I am 

nothing.” 

1 Corinthians 8:1b (NIV) “We know that ‘We all possess 

knowledge.’ But knowledge puffs up while love builds up.” 
 

The world is not really looking for more knowledge… 

the world is looking for more love. 
 

• Without love all that I believe is insufficient.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:2b&c (NIV) “If I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.” 
 

Galatians 5:6b (NIV) “The only thing that counts is faith expressing 

itself through love.” 
 

• Without love all that I give is insignificant. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:3a&c (NIV) “If I give all I possess to the poor, but 

do not have love, I gain nothing.” 

 

You can give without loving  

but you cannot love without giving. 
 

• Without love all that I accomplish is inadequate. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:3b&c (NIV) “If I give over my body to hardship 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” 
 

Relationships are more important than accomplishments. 
 



 

THE PRACTICE OF LOVE 

 

Colossians 3:14 (NIV) “And over all these virtues put on love, 

which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
 

God’s Idea of Love: 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a (NIV) “Love is patient, love is kind. It does 

not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 8 Love never fails.” 

 

• Love is an action. 

• Love is a choice. 
 

If you choose to act in a loving way,  

eventually the feelings will follow. 
 

THE PERMANENCE OF LOVE 

 

1 Corinthians 13:7-8a (NIV) “Love always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.” 
 

1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV) “And now these three remain: faith, hope 

and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
 

• You don’t need any faith in heaven. 

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 

and assurance about what we do not see.” 

• You don’t need any hope in heaven. 
 

Love is what lasts for eternity in heaven. 
 

1 John 4:8b (NIV) “God is love.” 
 

John 13:34-35 (NIV) “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By 

this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one 

another.” 

Jesus is our model of love. 
 

Romans 5:5 (GNT) “This hope does not disappoint us, for God has 

poured out His love into our hearts by means of the Holy Spirit, who 

is God's gift to us.” 
 

Act loving by enhancing the relationships you already have. 

Act loving by enlarging the number of relationships you have. 

You spell love T – I – M – E. 


