
THE POWER OF PATIENCE 
Building Great Relationships - Part 3 

April 11, 2021 
 
Genesis 2:18 (NIV) “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man 
to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.’” 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4a (NIV) “Love is patient.” 
 

When I am patient, I am loving.  
When I am impatient, I am unloving. 

 
WHY IS PATIENCE SO VITAL TO RELATIONSHIPS? 

 
1. Because everybody is different. 

 
1 Corinthians 12:6 (GNT) “There are different abilities to perform 
service, but the same God gives ability to all for their particular 
service.” 

S – Spiritual Gifts 
H – Heart 
A – Abilities  
P – Personality  
E – Experiences  

 
2. Because our differences create misunderstandings. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:11 (NIV) “For who knows a person’s thoughts 
except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NIV) “And we urge you, brothers and 
sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the 
disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone.” 

 
Four Common Misunderstandings 

• That words mean the same thing to different people. 
• That there is only one way to see things. 
• That my way is the right way to see it.  
• That I can figure out your motives.  

 
 

HOW TO BE MORE PATIENT WITH PEOPLE 
 

1. Learn to remember how patient God is with me.  
 
1 Timothy 1:16 (NIV) “But for that very reason I was shown mercy 
so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display His 
immense patience as an example for those who would believe in 
Him and receive eternal life.” 
 
 
 



 

You will never have to be more patient with 
anybody than Christ has been with you. 

 
Romans 15:7 (NIV) “Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
 

2. Learn to be patient by listening to others. 
 
Proverbs 19:11 (NIV) “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to 
one’s glory to overlook an offense.” 
 
Proverbs 14:29 (NIV) “Whoever is patient has great understanding, 
but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.” 
 

How do you get great understanding? 
You get great understanding by listening to others.  

How do you get wisdom? 
By studying the Bible; God’s Word to us. 

 
Proverbs 18:13 (NIV) “To answer before listening—that is folly and 
shame.” 

It’s hard to listen with an open mouth. 
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Eyes are as important to listening as ears. 
 

3. Learn to make allowances for each other. 
 
Proverbs 12:16 (NIV) “Fools show their annoyance at once, but the 
prudent overlook an insult.” 
 
Ephesians 4:2 (NIV) “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love.” 
 

4. Learn to treat others the way you want to be treated. 
 
Matthew 7:12 (NIV) “So in everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
Philippians 2:4-5 (GNT) “And look out for one another's interests, 
not just for your own. 5 The attitude you should have is the one that 
Christ Jesus had.” 
 

It is not natural for you to be patient with everyone. 
It takes God’s power in your life to be patient. 

 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NASB) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law.” 


