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At the root of most relational problems are two things: 
Pride and Selfishness 

 
1 Corinthians 13:4 (NIV) “Love does not boast, it is not proud.” 
 

WHAT DOES PRIDE DO TO RELATIONSHIPS? 
 

1. Pride produces misunderstandings. 
 
Matthew 7:5 (NIV) “You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye.” 

Pride is blind. 
 

2. Pride provokes arguments.  
 
Proverbs 13:10 (NCV) “Pride only leads to arguments, but those 
who take advice are wise.” 
 
Galatians 5:26 (NIV) “Let us not become conceited, provoking and 
envying each other.” 
 

Conceited: an exaggerated opinion of one’s own ability; egotistic. 
 
Romans 12:16 (NIV) “Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not 
be conceited.” 
 

3. Pride prevents intimacy. 
 

What is behind the wall of pride? It’s the fear of rejection. 
 
1 John 1:6-7 (NIV) “If we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we 
walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
 

4. Pride postpones reconciliation. 
 

Mark Twain: “Temper gets us into trouble but pride keeps us there.” 
 

“I was wrong. I’m sorry. Please forgive me.” 
 
Proverbs 28:13 (NIV) “Whoever conceals their sins does not 
prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy.” 
 



 

WHAT IS THE ANTIDOTE TO EGOTISM? 
 

1. Accept your humanity. 
 
Romans 3:23 (NIV) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” 
 
1 John 1:8 (NIV) “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 
 
Romans 12:3 (NIV) “For by the grace given me I say to every one 
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
faith God has distributed to each of you.” 
 
Proverbs 20:9 (NIV) “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; I am 
clean and without sin?’”  
 

If you are willing to admit it when you are  
all wrong then you are all-right. 

 
2. Recognize God’s grace. 

 
1 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV) “For who makes you different from anyone 
else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did 
receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” 
 

Everything you have is a gift from God. 
 
James 1:17 (NIV) “Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.” 
 

3. Experience God’s unconditional love. 
 
Ephesians 3:17b-19 (NIV) “And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 
 

God will never love you any less than He does right now. 
God will never love you any more than He does right now.  

And that is because God’s love is unconditional. 
 
Romans 5:8 (NIV) “But God demonstrates His own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 

The most serious form of pride is Spiritual pride. 


