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James 5:8 (GNT) “You also must be patient. Keep your hopes high, 
for the day of the Lord's coming is near.” 
 

Hope is based on knowledge. 
It's what you know that gives you hope. 

 

HOW FAITH IN GOD AND HIS WORD 
KEEPS US HOPEFUL IN DIFFICULT TIMES 

 

WE HAVE HOPE… 
1. Because we know: The difficulties won't last.  

 

"This too shall pass." 
 

James 5:10 (MSG) “Take the old prophets as your mentors. They 
put up with anything, went through everything, and never once quit, 
all the time honoring God.” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:18 (GNT) “For we fix our attention, not on things 
that are seen, but on things that are unseen. What can be seen 
lasts only for a time, but what cannot be seen lasts forever.” 
 

2. Because we know: God will use problems for our good.  
 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) “And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to 
His purpose.” 
 

James 1:2-3 (NCV) “My brothers and sisters, when you have many 
kinds of troubles, you should be full of joy, 3 because you know that 
these troubles test your faith, and this will give you patience.” 
 

James 1:4 (NLT) “So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully 
developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:17 (CEV) “These little troubles are getting us ready 
for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like nothing.” 
 

3. Because we know: Getting irritated doesn't help.  
 

James 1:19-20 (GNT) “Remember this, my dear friends! Everyone 
must be quick to listen, but slow to speak and slow to become 
angry. 20 Human anger does not achieve God's righteous purpose.” 
 

It's hard to be hopeful and angry at the same time. 
 

James 5:9 (NIV) “Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and 
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!” 
 



 

4. Because we know: Trusting God pleases Him.  
 

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV) “And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He 
exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 
 
James 2:23 (GNT) “And the scripture came true that said, ‘Abraham 
believed God, and because of his faith God accepted him as 
righteous.’ And so Abraham was called God's friend.” 
 

5. Because we know: Jesus is coming back someday.  
 
John 14:2-3 (NIV) “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am.” 
 
Matthew 24:36 (NIV) “But about that day or hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 
 
James 5:8 (MSG) "Be patient, stay steady and strong because the 
Lord could arrive at any time."  
 

6. Because we know: This is not the end of the story.  
 
James 5:11 (MSG) “What a gift life is to those who stay the course! 
You’ve heard, of course, of Job’s staying power, and you know how 
God brought it all together for him at the end. That’s because God 
cares, cares right down to the last detail.” 
 

7. Because we know: We will be rewarded one day.  
 
James 1:12 (GNT) “Happy are those who remain faithful under 
trials, because when they succeed in passing such a test, they will 
receive as their reward the life which God has promised to those 
who love Him.” 
 
1 Corinthians 9:25 (NIV) “Everyone who competes in the games 
goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, 
but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” 
 
1 Peter 1:6 (NLT) “So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, 
even though you must endure many trials for a little while.” 
 
Romans 8:18 (NLT) “Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared 
to the glory He will reveal to us later.” 

 
Hope is an optimistic outlook  

based on God’s powerful promises. 


