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Matthew 4:23 (GNT) “Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the 
synagogues, preaching the Good News about the Kingdom, and healing 
people who had all kinds of disease and sickness.” 
 

3 MISTAKEN VIEWS ABOUT DIVINE HEALING 
 

Error #1: I can buy my healing by giving. 
Acts 8:18&20 (NLT) “When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the 
apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this 
power.  20 But Peter replied, ‘May your money be destroyed with you for 
thinking God’s gift can be bought!’”               
2 Corinthians 2:17 (NIV) “Unlike so many, we do not peddle the Word of 
God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, 
as those sent from God.” 
Matthew 7:22-23 (NIV) “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in Your name and in Your name drive out demons and in 
Your name, perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Away from Me, you evildoers!’” 
 

Error #2: It's never God's will for me to be sick. 
1 Peter 4:19 (NIV) “So then, those who suffer according to God’s will 
should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.” 
John 16:33b (NIV) “In this world you will have trouble.” 
Philippians 1:29 (NLT) “For you have been given not only the privilege of 
trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for Him.” 
Colossians 1:24b (NCV) “There are things that Christ must still suffer 
through His body, the church. I am accepting, in my body, my part of these 
things that must be suffered.” 
1 Thessalonians 3:3 (NIV) “…so that no one would be unsettled by these 
trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them.” 
 

Error #3: Miracles ended with the completion of the Bible. 
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV) “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.” 
James 5:13-18 (NIV) “Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is 
anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you 
sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will 
make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, 
they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person 
is powerful and effective. 17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for 
three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 
the earth produced its crops.” 
 

Healing comes through prayer, not through healers. 
 

FOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT PRAYERS FOR HEALING 
 

1. When should I pray for healing?  



 

• Are you in trouble? – Are you hurting or suffering? 

• Are you sick? – Do you feel weak or sick?  

• The sick person – Those feeling weary or like giving up.  

• No rain for 3 1/2 years – A drought/dry spell in your life. 
 

I should pray anytime I'm hurting, sick, tired, or empty. 
 

2. Why aren't people healed every time we pray? 
  

• Because we don't know God's will.  

• Because God uses illnesses in many ways:  
A. To get my attention and to redirect me.  

Psalm 119:71 (NIV) “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn 
Your decrees.” 
Proverbs 20:30 (GNT) “Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make 
us change our ways.” 

B. To be a testimony for others.  
Philippians 1:12 (NCV) “I want you brothers and sisters to know that what 
has happened to me has helped to spread the Good News.” 
John 11:4 (NCV) “This sickness will not end in death. It is for the glory of 
God, to bring glory to the Son of God.” 

C. To take us into eternity. 
Hebrews 9:27 (NIV) “People are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment.” 
Matthew 6:27 (NIV) “Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your life?” 
1 John 5:14 (NIV) “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” 
 

3. Who can pray for healing?  
 

Any child of God can pray for healing. 
 

James 5:16b-17 (NIV) “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective. 17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly 
that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 
years.” 
John 14:12-14 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in Me will do 
the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask 
in My name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask 

Me for anything in My name, and I will do it.” 
 

4. How do I pray for healing for myself and others?  
 

• Make sure my heart is clean from sin.  
James 5:16a (NIV) “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed.” 

• Be specific when I ask.  
James 4:2b (NIV) “You do not have because you do not ask God.” 

• Ask in faith.  
James 1:6a&8 (NIV) “But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt.   
8 Such a person (a doubter) is double-minded and unstable in all they do.” 


