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Matthew 1:23 (NLT) “Look! The virgin will conceive a Child! She will 
give birth to a Son, and they will call Him Immanuel, which means 
‘God is with us.’” 
 

HOW DO WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S PRESENCE  
IN THE WILDERNESS? 

 

The wilderness is a barren place, a dry place, 
a desolate place where you feel very alone. 

 

Wilderness times often follow mountaintop times: 
 

Mark 1:11 (NIV) “And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are My Son, 
whom I love; with You I AM well pleased.’”  
 

Mark 1:12-13a (NIV) “At once the Spirit sent Him out into the 
wilderness, 13 and He was in the wilderness forty days, being 
tempted by Satan.” 
 

YOUR DEEPEST NEED BECOMES A GIFT 
WHEN IT DRIVES YOU TO DEPEND ON GOD! 

 

1 Kings 19:3-4 (NIV) “Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he 
came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4 while he 
himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a 
broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. ‘I have 
had enough, Lord,’ he said. ‘Take my life; I am no better than my 
ancestors.’” 
 

Dr. Henry Cloud: “Most of you are not tired, because if you 
were tired, you could take a nap, and that would solve your 
problem. You're not in need of physical rest, as much as you 
are in need of spiritual replenishment. You're not just tired, 
but you're spiritually depleted.”  

 

1 Kings 19:5b-6 (NIV) “All at once an angel touched him and said, 
‘Get up and eat.’ 6 He looked around, and there by his head was 
some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank and then lay down again.” 
 
1 Kings 19:7 (NIV) “The angel of the Lord came back a second time 
and touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat, for the journey is too 
much for you.’” 
 

1 Kings 19:8-9 (NIV) “So he got up and ate and drank. 
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights 
until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.  



 

 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of 
the Lord came to him: ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” 
 

1 Kings 19:10 (NIV) “He replied, ‘I have been very zealous for the 
Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected Your covenant, torn 
down Your altars, and put Your prophets to death with the sword. I 
am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.’” 
 

1 Kings 19:11-12 (NIV) “The Lord said, ‘Go out and stand on the 
mountain in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 
by.’ Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.” 
 

God was not in the remarkable,  
God was in the ordinary. 

 

The devil shouts his lies, but God whispers His truth. 
 

God doesn't shout to get your attention;  
He whispers to draw you close. 

 

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and 
saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 
 

Psalm 23:1-6 (NIV 1996 Edition) “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not be in want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 
me beside quiet waters, 3 He restores my soul. He guides me in 
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You 
are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and 
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.”  
 

Psalm 139:7-10 (NIV) “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Where can 
I flee from Your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, You are 
there; if I make my bed in the depths, You are there. 9 If I rise on 
the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even 
there Your hand will guide me, Your right hand will hold me fast.” 

 

When we are wandering in the wilderness  
and we wonder why nobody understands,  

God understands, He cares and He is there. 
 

Why does our God whisper? 
He whispers because He is close. 


