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Five Lessons of God’s Timing 
 

1. God has a timetable for everything that happens.  
 
Galatians 3:4-5 (NLT) “But when the right time came, God sent His 
Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent Him to buy 
freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt 
us as His very own children.”  
 

2. God does not tell us the details in advance. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NCV) “God has given them a desire to know the 
future. He does everything just right and on time, but people can 
never completely understand what He is doing.” 
 

• Because they would overwhelm you.  

• Because you’d probably try to change them. 

• Because God wants you to trust Him.  
 

3. God is never in a hurry, and He’s never late. 
 
2 Peter 3:8 (NIV) “Do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like a day.” 
 
2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
 
Habakkuk 2:3 (GW) “The vision will still happen at the appointed 
time. It hurries toward its goal. It won’t be a lie. If it’s delayed, wait 
for it. It will certainly happen. It won’t be late.”  

 
God is working while we are waiting. 

God’s timing is always perfect. 
 

4. God’s timing is not always convenient. 
 
Matthew 1:19-20 (NIV) “Because Joseph her husband was faithful 
to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’” 
 



 

Luke 2:1&3 (NIV) “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree 
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 3 And 
everyone went to their own town to register.” 
 

Luke 2:4-5 (NIV) “So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went 
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him 
and was expecting a child.” 
 

Luke 2:6-7 (NIV) “While they were there, the time came for the baby 
to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a Son. She 
wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.” 
 

5. At the right time, God can do anything instantly. 
 

Isaiah 60:22 (NLT) “At the right time, I, the Lord, will make it 
happen.”  
 

Luke 2:22 (NIV) “When the time came for the purification rites 
required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took Him to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord.”  
 

Luke 2:25-32 (NIV) “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 
Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into 
the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for Him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took Him in 
his arms and praised God, saying: 29 ‘Sovereign Lord, as You have 
promised, You may now dismiss Your servant in peace. 30 For my 
eyes have seen Your salvation, 31 which You have prepared in the 
sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the 
glory of Your people Israel.’” 
 

Luke 2:36-38 (NIV) “There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter 
of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with 
her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them 
at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the 
Child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem.” 
 

The delays are often by design to teach you to  
trust God and grow up your character. 

 

Psalm 31:14-15a (NIV) “But I trust in You, Lord; I say, ‘You are my 
God.’ 15 My times are in Your hands.” 


