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James 1:2-3 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance.”  
 

The key phrase is: “because you know.” 
 

Your attitude in your troubles is 
determined by your understanding. 

 

4 FACTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT TROUBLES 
 

1. TROUBLES ARE INEVITABLE! 
 

James 1:2 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds.” 
 

John 16:33b (NIV) “In this world you will have trouble.” 
  

1 Peter 1:6 (NIV) “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.” 
 

2. TROUBLES ARE UNPREDITABLE! 
 

James 1:2b (NIV) “whenever you face trials” 
 

3. TROUBLES ARE VARIABLE!  
 

James 1:2c (NIV) “whenever you face trials of many kinds.” 
 

4. TROUBLES ARE PURPOSEFUL! 
 

James 1:3 (NIV) “…because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces perseverance.”  
 

Three purposes of pressure from problems: 
 

• TROUBLES TEST YOUR FAITH 
 

James 1:3a (NIV) “because you know that the testing of your 
faith…”  
 



 

• TROUBLES DEVELOP YOUR ENDURANCE 
 

James 1:3b (NIV) “…the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.”  
 

• TROUBLES MATURE YOUR CHARACTER 
 

James 1:4 (NIV) “Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” 
 

God is more interested in your character than in your comfort. 
 

HOW SHOULD YOU RESPOND TO TROUBLES? 
 

1. REJOICE, KNOWING GOD CAN USE IT! 
 

James 1:2 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds.” 
 

It’s your choice to rejoice. 
 

Romans 8:28 (NIV) “And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love Him, who have been called 
according to His purpose.” 
 

2. REQUEST, ASKING GOD FOR WISDOM! 
 

James 1:5 (NIV) “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you.” 
 

Satan wants to use trouble to defeat you. 
God wants to use trouble to develop you. 

 

3. RELY ON GOD, BELIEVING HE WILL HELP YOU! 
 

James 1:6 (NIV) “But when you ask, you must believe and not 
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind.” 
 

4. REFUSE TO QUIT, REMEMBERING GOD’S PROMISES! 
 

James 1:12 (NIV) “Blessed is the one who perseveres under 
trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 


