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James 3:18 (NIV) “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness.” 
 
James 3:13 (NIV) “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show 
it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”   
 

Wisdom is a lifestyle. 
 

Lack of wisdom causes all kinds of problems. 
 
James 3:14-16 (NIV) “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such ‘wisdom’ does not come 
down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have 
envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.” 
 
James 3:17 (NIV) “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere.” 
 
Characteristics of Wise People 
 

1.  If I am wise, I will not compromise my integrity. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… pure.” 
 

Dr. Leonarde Keeler: 
Every human being is by nature dishonest. 

 
Proverbs 10:9 (NIV) “Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever 
takes crooked paths will be found out.” 
 

2. If I am wise, I will not antagonize your anger. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… peace-loving.” 
 
Proverbs 20:3 (NIV) “It is to one’s honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to 
quarrel.” 
 

Three Things That Cause Arguments… 
• Comparing 
• Condemning 
• Contradicting 

 
Proverbs 14:29 (NIV) “Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who 
is quick-tempered displays folly.” 

3.  If I am wise, I will not minimize your feelings. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… considerate.” 
 

Considerate = mindful of the feelings of others. 
 
Proverbs 15:4 (NIV) “The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue 
crushes the spirit.” 
 
Proverbs 15:4 (MSG) “Kind words heal and help; cutting words wound and 
maim.” 
 

4.  If I am wise, I will not criticize your suggestions. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… submissive.” 
 

Submissive = Open to reason, allows discussion/suggestions 
 
Proverbs 12:15 (NIV) “The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen 
to advice.” 
 

5.  If I am wise, I will not emphasize your mistakes. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… full of mercy and good 
fruit.” 
 

Mercy = giving people what they need, not what they deserve. 
 

Good Fruit = Kind actions 
 
Proverbs 17:9 (NIV) “Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but 
whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.” 
 

6.  If I’m wise, I will not disguise my weaknesses. 
 
James 3:17 – “Wisdom that comes from heaven is… impartial and sincere.” 
 

Impartial = without prejudice 
Sincere = without hypocrisy 

 
In Greek theater an actor who would put on different masks 

for different parts of a play was called a hypocrite. 
 
Proverbs 28:13 (NIV) “Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the 
one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” 

Knowledge comes from education, 
but wisdom comes from God. 

James 1:5 (NIV) “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” 


