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None of us know the future! 
 

Ecclesiastes 8:7 (NIV) “Since no one knows the future, who can tell 
someone else what is to come?” 
 

THREE COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID 
 

MISTAKE #1 – Planning without asking God. 
 

James 4:13 (NIV) “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we 
will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 
make money.’” 
 

When: Today or tomorrow  
Where: This or that city 
How Long: Spend a year there 
What: Carry on business 
Why: Make money 
Who: We (business partners) 

 

SOLUTION: Pray as you plan your life. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV) “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths.” 
 

James 1:5 (TLB) “If you want to know what God wants you to do, 
ask Him, and He will gladly tell you, for He is always ready to give a 
bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask Him; He will not resent it.” 
 

Psalm 119:32 (MSG) “I’ll run the course You lay out for me if You’ll 
just show me how.” 
 

MISTAKE #2 – Presuming that you will have tomorrow. 
 

James 4:14-16 (NIV) “Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the 
Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.’ 16 As it is, you boast in 
your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.” 
 

Right in the middle of LIFE is “IF.” 
 

Matthew 6:34 (NIV) “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own.” 
 

SOLUTION – Live one day at a time and make it count. 



 

Psalm 39:5 (NCV) “You have given me only a short life; my lifetime 
is like nothing to You. Everyone’s life is only a breath.” 
 

Life by the yard is hard, but by the inch, it’s a cinch. 
 

Proverbs 27:1 (MSG) “Don’t brashly announce what you’re going to 
do tomorrow; you don’t know the first thing about tomorrow.” 
 

Life is what happens when you're making other plans. 
 

MISTAKE #3 – Procrastinating doing what is good. 
 

James 4:17 (NIV) “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to 
do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.” 
 

There are two kinds of sins: 

• Sins of commission 

• Sins of omission 
 

Christianity is more than avoiding evil. 
It is knowing and doing God’s will. 

 

SOLUTION – Whatever good it is… do it now! 
 

Proverbs 3:27-28 (NIV) “Do not withhold good from those to whom 
it is due, when it is in your power to act. 28 Do not say to your 
neighbor, ‘Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you’— when you 
already have it with you.” 
 

There are three things you can do with your life… 

• You can waste it. 

• You can spend it. 

• You can invest it. 
 

There are two things that will last forever…  

• God’s Word 

• People 
 

Parable of the Talents: Matthew 25:14-30 
The servant was considered wicked for doing nothing. 

 

We worry about the duration of our lives. 
God cares about the donation of our lives. 

 

Delayed obedience is disobedience. 
 

1 John 2:3-4 (GW) “We are sure that we know Christ if we obey His 
commandments. 4 The person who says, ‘I know Him,’ but doesn’t 
obey His commandments is a liar. The truth isn’t in that person.” 
 

2 Corinthians 6:2b (NIV) “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, 
now is the day of salvation.” 


