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Hoarding - the excessive accumulation of anything, 
particularly money or possessions. 

  

James 4:17 (NIV) “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to 
do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.” 
 

There are two kinds of sins: 

• Sins of commission 

• Sins of omission 
 

James 5:1-3 (NIV) “Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail 
because of the misery that is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has 
rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver 
are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your 
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.” 
 

TRUTH: God doesn't oppose wealth… He opposes greed. 
 

1 Timothy 6:10 (NIV) “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many griefs.” 
 

Proverbs 10:22 (CEV) “When the Lord blesses you with riches, you 
have nothing to regret.” 
 

James 5:3b (NIV) “You have hoarded wealth in the last days.” 
 

TRUTH: Money is a tool to be used, not a thing to be hoarded. 
 

WHY DO PEOPLE KEEP HOARDING MORE WEALTH? 
 

1. Out of fear for their security.  
 

Hoarding is based on a scarcity mentality. 
Savings is based on a stewardship mentality. 

 

Luke 6:38 (NIV) “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you.” 
 

Hebrews 13:5 (NIV) “Keep your lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never 
will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’” 
 

2. Out of pride for their status. 
 

 



 

THREE BIBLICAL REASONS TO SAVE 
1. Save to practice self-control.  

Proverbs 21:20 (TLB) “The wise man saves for the future, but the 
foolish man spends whatever he gets.” 
 

2. Save to get money working for you.  
Ecclesiastes 11:1 (NCV) “Invest what you have, because after a 
while you will get a return.” 
 

3. Save to be able to give help to others. 
Ephesians 4:28 (NIV) “Anyone who has been stealing must steal 
no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own 
hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.” 
2 Corinthians 8:14 (NLT) “Right now you have plenty and can help 
those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share 
with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal.” 
 

Hoarding is selfish stockpiling. 
Saving is strategic stewardship. 

 

James 5:2-3a (NLT) “Your wealth is rotting away, and your fine 
clothes are moth-eaten rags. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded.” 
 

Whatever I accumulate will deteriorate. 
Luke 12:15-21 (NIV) “Then He said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.’ 16 And he told them this parable: ‘The 
ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my 
crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns 
and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And 
I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 
Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who 
will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 This is how it will be 
with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward 
God.” 
Proverbs 11:7 (GNT) “When the wicked die, their hope dies with 
them. Confidence placed in riches comes to nothing.” 
1 Timothy 6:18-19 (TLB) “Tell them to use their money to do good. 
They should be rich in good works and should give happily to those 
in need, always being ready to share with others whatever God has 
given them. 19 By doing this they will be storing up real treasure for 
themselves in heaven—it is the only safe investment for eternity! 
And they will be living a fruitful Christian life down here as well.” 
Proverbs 11:4 (TLB) “Your riches won’t help you on Judgment Day; 
only righteousness counts then.” 
 

You don't need to know what the future holds. 
You need to know who holds the future. 


