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Advent is the beginning of the Christmas season. 
 

Emmanuel means… “God with us.” 
That is the good news that should give us great joy. 

 
This is the prophecy of the coming Christ of Christmas. 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NIV) “‘The days are coming,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people 
of Israel and Judah. In those days and at that time I will make a 
righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; He will do what is just 
and right in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be 
called: The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’” 
 

This is the prophecy of the second coming of Christ. 
Luke 21:25-36 (NIV) “There will be signs in the sun, moon and 
stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at 
the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, 
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these 
things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” 
29 He told them this parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves 
and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.’ 
32 ‘Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but My words will never pass away.’ 
34 ‘Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day 
will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all 
those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on 
the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 
Son of Man.’ 
 

Jesus wasn't born to live... Jesus was born to die! 
The crib is the start of the journey to the cross. 



 

1. The earthly life of Jesus was indeed very important.  
 

• His temptation was important. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) “No temptation has overtaken you 
except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; He will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can 
endure it.” 
Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) “For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet He did not 
sin.” 
 

• His teaching and healing were important. 
 

2. The real importance of Jesus’ life is about its ending. 
 

The story of Christ didn’t start in Bethlehem... it really 

started in the Garden of Eden. It didn’t start with Mary 
and Joseph, but with Adam and Eve. 
 

Philippians 2:8-11 (NIV) “And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death—even 
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted Him to the highest 
place and gave Him the name that is above every name, 10 that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 

It is both a universal and a very personal Gospel Story. 
 

3. Think about how you want your life to end! 
 

We who have the Good News of Great Joy are 
 

responsible to act on it. 
 

John 3:3 (NIV) “Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can 
see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.’” 
 

John 3:5 (NIV) “Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and 
the Spirit.’” 
 

 
Strive to be as faithful to God as God is to us! 


