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When God Showed Up to the Shepherds It Affected… 
 

1. What they saw. 
Luke 2:8-14 (NIV) “And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 13 Suddenly a great company 
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom His favor rests.’” 
 

2. What they said.  
 
Luke 2:15-16 (NIV) “When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ 
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger.”  
 

What they said they said… 

• Without a doubt 

• Without dissent  

• Without delay 
 

3. What they shared. 
Luke 2:17-20 (NIV) “When they had seen Him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
Revelation 1:7 (NIV) “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every 
eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all peoples on earth 
will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen.” 
John 1:45-46 (NIV) “Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have 
found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ 
46 ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael asked. 
‘Come and see,’ said Philip.” 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Why God is still showing up at Christmas… 
 

1. Christmas informs the culture. 
 

God loves the world and He cares about us. 
 

Luke 2:10 (NIV) “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.’” 
Luke 2:14 (NIV) “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of His government and peace there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and 
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” 
 

2. Christmas transforms the culture. 
Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
Matthew 5:13a&14a (NIV) “You are the salt of the earth. 14 You are the 
light of the world.”  
Acts 17:26-28 (NIV) “From one man He (God) made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did 
this so that they would seek Him and perhaps reach out for Him and 
find Him, though He is not far from any one of us. 28 For in Him we live 
and move and have our being.” 
 

3. Christmas forms a new culture. 
Revelation 11:15 (NIV) “The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, and He will reign for ever and 
ever.” 
Romans 8:19-24 (NIV) “For the creation waits in eager expectation for 
the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption 
of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved.” 
2 Corinthians 5:4 (NIV) “For while we are in this tent (this mortal 
body), we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be 
unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” 
 


