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THREE MAJOR DAYS IN CHRISTIANITY 
 

1. CHRISTMAS 
 

Luke 1:35 (NIV) “The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’” 
 

Luke 2:10-12 (NIV) “But the angel said to them (the 
shepherds), ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David 
a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’” 
 

The birth of Christ split our dating system: BC and AD 
 

2. EASTER 
 

Exodus 12:31-32 (NIV) “During the night Pharaoh summoned 
Moses and Aaron and said, ‘Up! Leave my people, you and the 
Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 32 Take 
your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also 
bless me.’” 
 

John 1:29 (NIV) “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!’” 
 

In our Christian calendar the Jewish Passover is 
associated with the Resurrection Event we call Easter. 

 

Luke 23:46 (NIV) “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, 
into Your hands I commit My Spirit.’ When He had said this, He 
breathed His last.” 

Mark 16:2-7 (NIV) “Very early on the first day of the week, just 
after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they 
asked each other, ‘Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?’ 4 But when they looked up, they saw that 
the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a 
white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
6 ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples 
and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 
see Him, just as He told you.’” 
 
Acts 1:3 (NIV) “After His suffering, He presented Himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about 
the kingdom of God.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (NIV) “For what I received I passed on to 
you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that He was buried, that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that 
He appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, 
He appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and 
sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then He appeared to James, then to 
all the apostles, 8 and last of all He appeared to me also, as to 
one abnormally born.” 
 
Acts 1:4-9 (NIV) “On one occasion, while He was eating with 
them, He gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have heard 
Me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few 
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. 6 Then they 
gathered around Him and asked Him, ‘Lord, are You at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He said to 
them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by His own authority.  



 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’   9 After He 
said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid Him from their sight.” 
 

3. PENTECOST 
 
The Jewish Tradition: 
 

“Pentecost” is the Greek term 
for the Hebrew term “Shavuot.” 

 
Leviticus 23:15-16 (NIV) “From the day after the Sabbath, the 
day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven 
full weeks. 16 Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh 
Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the Lord.” 
 

Shavuot means “weeks.” 
It is translated in Leviticus as: “The Festival of Weeks.” 

 
Shavuot Combines Two Major Religious Observances 

 

• Agriculturally – They celebrate the firstfruits of the 
grain harvest.  

 
Exodus 34:22 (NIV) “Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the 
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at 
the turn of the year.” 
 

• Spiritually – They commemorate the day when God 
gave the Ten Commandments to Moses. 

 
The covenant relationship is based on and kept by 

obeying the Law or commandments. 
 
Exodus 19:8a (NIV) “The people all responded together, ‘We 
will do everything the Lord has said.’”  

The Christian Tradition: 
 

Pentecost is all about the coming of the Holy Spirit 
and His availability to all believers. 

 
We can only live right for God 

by the power of the Holy Spirit in us. 
 

Trinity Doctrine… Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 
The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: 
 
Genesis 1:2 (NIV) “Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” 
 
Numbers 11:16-17 (NIV) “The Lord said to Moses: ‘Bring me 
seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and 
officials among the people. Have them come to the tent of 
meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come down 
and speak with you there, and I will take some of the power of 
the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. They will share the 
burden of the people with you so that you will not have to carry 
it alone.’” 
 
Joel 2:28-29 (NIV) “And afterward, I will pour out My Spirit on 
all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on My servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
My Spirit in those days.” 
 
Acts 2:14-16 (NIV) “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all 
of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you 
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was 
spoken by the prophet Joel.” 


